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Summary
Liberalism and conservative religion

◦ Competing and cooperating power ideologies

Personality types
◦ Dark Triad

◦ Social dominance orientation

◦ Authoritarian followers

Christian nationalism

Recent data
◦ US and Canada
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Political Ideologies

Political ideologies
◦ Anarchism

◦ Authoritarianism

◦ Communitarianism

◦ Communism

◦ Conservatism

◦ Corporatism

◦ Democracy

◦ Environmentalism

◦ Fascism

◦ Identity politics

◦ Liberalism

◦ Libertarianism

◦ Nationalism

◦ Populism

◦ Progressivism

◦ Religion

◦ Social democracy

◦ Socialism

◦ Transhumanism

An ideology is a set of beliefs or ideas held by a person or group
"[A]n ideology differs from a simple opinion in that it claims to possess either the key to history, or the solution for all the ‘riddles 
of the universe,’ or the intimate knowledge of the hidden universal laws, which are supposed to rule nature and man." 
— Hannah Arendt
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Dark Triad personality

Source: Márcia D'Souza (2016) DOI: 10.1590/1808-057x201806020



Social Dominance Orientation personality
Belief in social hierarchy

◦ In-group dominance

◦ Anti-egalitarian

Seek power
◦ Maintain and increase differences

◦ Support authoritarianism 

Source: Sidanius et al (1994) 



Right Wing 
Authoritarian personality
Bob Altemeyer refined Adorno’s 
F-scale

Authoritarian followers (RWA)
◦ High degree of submission to 

the authorities who are 
perceived to be established and 
legitimate

◦ General aggressiveness, 
directed against out-groups and 
person

◦ High degree of adherence to in-
group social conventions RWA 
Scale 

◦ US: 13.4% Low, 25.6% high 

◦ Canada: 21.3%, 13.4% high

Attracted to social 
dominators

◦ 40% of Trump 2020 
voters were high RWA

Absorb beliefs from in-
group

◦ Stubborn dogmatism

◦ Difficulty judging 
evidence as valid and 
relevant

◦ Compartmentalized, 
contradictory, poorly 
informed thinking

◦ Vulnerable to conspiracy 
thinking











Source: uncivilreligion.org



US Christian 
Nationalism
A 29% of Americans believe 
the US should be declared a 
Christian Nation

◦ Christianity should be 
privileged
◦ 46% believe government should 

advocate Christian values

◦ Christianity should be imposed on 
the public sphere

◦ God has granted America a 
special role in history
◦ 42% believe God’s plan is for US 

to succeed

◦ Only Christians are real Americans

70% of Trump supporters 
were strong Christian 
nationalists





US Christian Nationalism











Canada
CONSPIRACY BELIEF





In case you haven’t heard…



























Concluding Thoughts
Democracy, especially liberal social democracy 
is fragile and under threat

◦ Canada is buffeted by internal and external 
forces and events

◦ These forces are both ancient and intrinsic

◦ These forces are not going away and are not self 
moderating

What can be done?

What should be done?

How should it be done?


