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During June 1st to 3rd, the Spanish Pugwash National Group organized the 
41st CICA International Conference in Madrid  on Cyberspace and the 
Nuclear Issue, in collaboration with Nebrija University. 

The main goal of this 41st CICA was to analyze the Cyberspace from quite 
different and interdisciplinary prospectives, emphasizing not only on its 
eventual ‘negative’ challenge as a threat to security, but also its positive 
influence as an eficient tool for defence as well as a welcome new factor 
for economic and industrial production. During eight scientifc sessions, it 
was studied from diverse approaches: conceptual and legal, military and 
socio-civil, national and international, and cyberintelligence applied to 
public and private institutions. The Conference was opened by the Rector 
of Nebrija University, Dr. Cayon,  and by the Chair of the Spanish 
Pugwash Movement, Dr. J. Martin Ramirez, 

The nuclear issue was presented by other four Pugwashites: Dr. David 
Harries, Chair of the Canadian Pugwash Movement, Italian Ambassador 
Carlo Trezza, former Chairman of the Missile Technology Control Regime 
(MTCR), and Dr. Götz Neuneck, Chair of the German Pugwash Movement, 
at the Opening Session, on Cyberwar and Cybersecurity; and Iranian 
Ambassador Ali Soltanieh, as Keynote Speaker. 

 



Dr. Harries, after stressing that the Context governs what can be done 
today, being the foundation or start-point for what we will be able to do in 
the future, asserted that Cyberspace –the home of the Internet of Things- 
is massively changing context for every individual and globally, and that 
all indications suggest that this trend will strength and spread. This has 
interesting implications. Human security can no longer be guaranteed, if 
ever it could be. The goal must now be Resilience: the commitment  to be 
willing and able to carry on in the face of the inevitable events and 
circumstances that will threaten our well-being in the future. Everyone is 
now a cybersecurity stateholder. Today cyberinsecurity is most 
addressed in terms of real threats and risks, but a more constructive and 
engaging perspective is to see them as challenges that cannot be 
avoided or ignored and therefore must be met with this mind-set. It can 
be argued that cybersecurity has become everyone’s responsibility. The 
more who accept this responsibility, the greater will be the Resilience 
available to all. 
 
Ambassador Trezza focused its presentation on cyberwarfare and 
cyberweapons. He indicated that, whereas instruments of posible warfare 
are being developed rapidly, international rules aiming at regulating 
cyberwarfare are lagging behind, What was done so far is an 
identification of existing international norms applicable to a cyber 
conflict. The next challenge will be to establish new rules specifically 
applicable to cyber and aiming at preventing a cyber conflict. 
 
Prof. Neuneck started remembering that cyber and digital technologies 
are in a full swing for the 21st century, influencing societal life and 
making new opportunities for economic and industrial prospects 
possible. Cyber technologies are also at the basis of the Command and 
Control of nuclear forces and need to be restricted to prevent a 
new  nuclear catastrophe. His talk will structure the current debated and 
discussed future arms control regulations in the nuclear as well as in the 
cyber field. 

 
Finally, Ambassador Soltanieh, in his Keynote Speech, advised that even 
if the Information Technology has contributed a lot to the man to man 
relation and to sustainable development in the 21st century, the 
instrumental malicious use of such an advanced technology has also 
created a serious global concern. Serious cyber-attacks occurred in all 
over world raise warnings to public and decision maker, because no one 
is immune. Thus it needs collective mobilized efforts to combat such 
threat. He stressed that the most serious and worrisome cyber- attacks 
are the ones against nuclear facilities since it shall have radiological 
consequences for the mankind and the environment. He put as example 
of this bitter reality th “Stuxnet“ attack to Iranian nuclear facilities, done 
by those could not tolerate sustainable development through  peaceful 
uses of nuclear energy in Iran. 



 

 

 
  

  

  

  
  

  

 

 
	  


